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HOME ACTIVITY On 
a piece of paper, write 
an equation with a 
missing number, such as 
7 +     = 16. Give 
your child a pile of small 
objects and ask her or him 
to place the correct amount 
of objects down for the 
missing number. Repeat 
with another equation with 
a different operation, such 
as 18 -     = 8.

Homework  
&  Practice  5-1
Find the  
Unknown  
Numbers

Draw the missing counters. Then complete the equation. 

2. 1. 

Another Look! You can find the missing number in an addition or 
subtraction equation. Add counters to the empty side of the mat until 
there are 17 in all.

 8 + 9 = 17 17 -  8 = 9

You need 8 
more counters to 
have 17 in all.

8 +   = 14 20 - 10 =   
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5. 

6. Higher Order Thinking Find the missing 
number in the equation 18 = 10 +    . 
Then write a story that matches the problem.

3. 4. 

7.  Assessment Match each number 
with the equation it is missing from.

17 -   = 10 8

  + 6 = 14 5

4 +   = 9 7

  - 10 = 10 20

Complete the mat to help you find the missing numbers. 

  = 8 + 5 16 -   = 9 9 +   = 18
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